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SUNDAY SERVICES

Form of Sunday services

This section brings together four snapshots of Sunday services, in (1) 1954, (2) 1974, (3) 2002 and (4) 2004. There is no particular significance in the selection – the material was to hand, and if not recorded here it would have been discarded.

1954

As the preaching of the Word in the sermon has such a significant place in services in Baptist Churches, there was not much scope for variety in the order of services. As people expected to open the service with the singing of a Metrical Psalm, as there were one or two occasions of prayer, and as the congregation expected to sing some hymns, the order of service was fairly standard throughout the country. It was somewhat unkindly described by impatient younger people as a ‘Hymn sandwich’.

Even when a service was broadcast, initially on radio and later on television, it was very much a ‘church service’. For example, the morning service on 28 February 1954 came from the Bristo Baptist Church in Edinburgh. It was conducted entirely by the minister, Rev. William L. Cassie. The broadcast, with timings, was:-

9-30

Studio announcement:  Organ Voluntary

9-31

Introduction.

9-33

Metrical Psalm 118:  19-25, 28-29.

9-36

Prayer, and Lord’s Prayer (sung).

9-40

Lesson:  Mark 10: 17-27.

9-43

Hymn 142 (Rev. B.C.H.)  Crown Him with many crowns.

9-48

Address to Children

9-55

Children’s Hymn 765.  Hushed was the evening hymn.

9-59

Intercessions.

10-03

Hymn 420.  Christ, of the Upward Way.

10-07

Sermon.

10-25

Hymn 205.  Jesus calls us.

10-28

Benediction.

Organ Voluntary.

1970s

Derek Prime was increasingly concerned, during the early 1970s, at the diminishing support for the Chapel’s Sunday evening services. Having shared his concern with the elders and deacons, he devoted the whole sermon on the evening of Sunday 13 October 1974 to the believer’s attitude to Sunday evening, ‘… the tendency for able-bodied Christians to come to church but once on a Sunday, and to neglect Sunday Evening Services. … Now you may rightly ask me, ‘Can we say dogmatically how many services we should have only a Sunday?’ And the answer is, of course, ‘No’, But let me put another question, ‘Have you ever met a healthy Christian who isn’t concerned to please God on His day?’ And that is really what we are talking about; spiritual health and pleasing God.  

He examined social trends and commented on the traditional distinction between Sunday morning and Sunday evening services.

‘First, there is justification for the accepted distinction between Sunday morning and Sunday evening services, although the distinction has been overemphasised at times.  On the one hand, God’s people need to be built up in their faith, and the other hand they need to preach the gospel that others may come to faith.  The first activity assists the second.  Expressed another way, the responsibility of God’s people is to worship God and to serve him.  If we aim at two things at once, he easily miss both.  If we aim at one thing we usually achieve it, and often he achieve the other objective also in some measure.  The pattern has been, therefore, for God’s people to place the emphasis in one service upon worship and ministry with the establishment of Christians in view, and for the other service to have the preaching of the gospel to unbelievers more in mind.  These two purposes are not mutually exclusive.  In both approaches the Word of God   It is taught and preached, and the Holy Spirit in His sovereignty uses both to bring encouragement to believers and salvation to unbelievers. The unbeliever in the morning worship service may be brought to conviction because he is made to realise that what is directed at God’s people cannot yet be directed at him.  The believer at the evening gospel service is thrilled every time he hears the Saviour exalted, and is instructed as the gospel is expounded in different ways from the Word of God.  I would stress that the distinction between the two services should not be overstressed.  For example, if we are to reach whole families, we have to concentrate on Sunday mornings, for it is then alone that the whole family, if there are young children, can be present.  The Sunday morning must include gospel presentation from time to time, and, of course, it will do so as the Scriptures are consistently expounded.’

He went on to discuss at length the implications of the two different approaches. The sermon was reproduced in full in the Record, November 1974, pp. 12–21.

August 2002

Several features of the morning service on Sunday 26 August 2002 illustrate how services in the Chapel had changed over the previous decade. An orchestra of string and brass instruments, which overflowed the platform, played while the congregation gathered. Shortly before the Senior Pastor came into the pulpit at 11 a.m., a message appeared on the screen above the pulpit and on the monitors below the galleries and in the lounge. Alongside a photograph of Peter Grainger at his induction in August 1982 and a contemporary photograph, was the suggestion that since this was his tenth anniversary, the congregation might spontaneously burst into applause as he appeared from the vestry in order to mount the pulpit steps. Although clearly surprised, he joined cheerfully in the celebration as the director of music (Donald Cameron) joined him in the pulpit and invited Nita, who was equally taken by surprise, to come up and receive a bouquet of flowers. 

Referring to his hobby of keeping tropical fish, Donald invited Peter (most people called him by his first name) to pull on a string that dangled from the pulpit, and eventually a ‘great fish’ (a reference to the recent series from the book of Jonah) appeared, with a cheque for £100 attached. Donald then referred to the time when Peter had first preached in the Chapel and paid tribute to his faithful and consistent expository preaching and leadership in many other ways over the decade. The Chapel, which was filled to capacity, entered enthusiastically into the informal and friendly exchanges before settling down to the morning service. One other feature deserves mention, by way of contrast with earlier years, as the service (which used to finish at 12:15 p.m.) lasted until 12:35 p.m., as scheduled, without impatience or people leaving.  The sermon commenced at 11:50 and, as had become the norm, occupied 40 minutes.

The evening service was also unusual in some respects, although it incorporated features that had by now become regular. It is worth recording a ‘snapshot’. It was the last Sunday of the Edinburgh International Festival, so the evening service was entitled Festival Praise. The opening devotions were followed by a selection of songs and hymns, and then an interview with Robin Turton, a member of the congregation who had become a Christian six years previously, after many years service in the police. A husband and wife team, who had been performing in the Festival Fringe, John and Nellie Gerighty, played guitar and violin pieces, to rapturous applause. 

After reading the parable of the wedding feast from Luke 14:12–24, Peter Grainger involved two young men to act the part of the host and the servant.  The servant fulfilled his mission by running round the congregation with a radio microphone, issuing invitations and reporting back the negative responses. A challenging gospel address followed, under the title ‘An invitation you can refuse’. After another song and benediction, the service ended with a stirring rendering of Christ is surely coming to the tune Land of hope and glory at 7:55 p.m., again slightly longer than the usual evening service but much appreciated by the congregation which packed the gallery and filled the area except for the site parts near the front. On a fine and sunny summer evening, dress was informal and, as Peter Grainger remarked, he could not to put a name to more than half of the congregation. The younger generation was particularly well represented, but the octogenarians were just as faithful, together with one or other of the couples who had children at home.

Evening services, 2004

The evening services in 2004 (and from the early 2000s) rarely finished before 8 p.m., usually with the preliminary singing and ancillary matters occupying about 45 minutes, then Peter Grainger preached, normally for 40 minutes, but obviously this is what suited the younger generation because the services were well filled and the younger people predominated.  When there was an evening communion, it could be 8.30 before the complete service was through.

Not untypical of the Chapel’s evening service in 2004 (although half an hour longer than most) was the following, which lasted for just under two hours, and which was distinctly and deliberately different from the morning service.  It started at 6.30 p.m. The gallery was packed, mostly with younger people, and the area was well filled in all three parts, again with the majority being in their twenties or thirties. The preliminaries, down to the message, lasted exactly one hour, after which the guest speaker preached for forty-five minutes.  Following the closing hymn, he gave an opportunity for quiet reflection and response to the final six points in his sermon, which were displayed on the screen, and closed with the benediction just before 8:30 p.m.

The PowerPoint presentation was a report from the Chapel missionary, Teresa Wilson, working in a remote island off Papua New Guinea.  The interview was with a doctor, who had come to Edinburgh for her medical degree, who had been involved with the Chapel during and who had now been accepted by Latin Link for missionary work in Ecuador. As with so many others over the years, her only link with the Chapel was while a student here, but once accepted by the Chapel, such people remained Chapel missionaries for as long as they were overseas.

Evening service – 21 November 2004 (led by Alex Watt)

Welcome and notices

Call to worship

Hymn 816  Come, let us worship Jesus

Prayer

Song 1 Jesus is Lord, behold the king of kings

Hymn 1021  You’re the lion of Judah

Offering with 995  Jesus Christ, I think upon your sacrifice

Intercessory prayer, Andy Gardiner, Willem van der Merwe

Ninlgo PowerPoint presentation

Song 2  You’re the word of God the Father

Interview David Dennis & Andy Gardiner

Song [‘thank you’] Penny Mclennan

Scripture reading Luke 17:7-10 & Matt 28:18-20 (Alex Watt

Message ‘Missions malaise syndrome’ (Stewart Moulds)

Hymn 866  In the streets of every city

Benediction

